PRINCETON PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
May 27th, 2020 1:00 P.M.

1. Call to Order - Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes
a.  Public Utilities Commission — Regular Meeting — April 22nd, 2020

3. Public Comment
(This agenda section is for the purpose of allowing customers to address the Utility Board.
Comments are limited to 3 minutes)

4. Approval of Agenda — Additions or Deletions
5. Approval of Accounts Payable

6. Reports & Correspondence
a. Mayor Brad Schumacher
b. SMMPA Board Meeting (May 7t)
i. SMMPA Key Metrics worksheet
c. Electric Department updates
i. Generation Plant
ii. Distribution System
d. Water Department Updates
e. City of Princeton update
f.  General Manager's report

7. Unfinished Business
8. New Business

a. SMMPA Alternate Representative Assignment
b. COVID-19 Update

c. Princeton Business Park Engineering Costs

d. New Golf Course Clubhouse and Brewpub

e. Class of 2020 Banner Project

f.  PILOT Workgroup

g. Utility Billing

h. Staffing

i.

General Manager Annual Review
9. Adjournment



PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

April 22, 2020, 1:00 P.M.

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, the Regular Meeting of the Public Utilities Commlssron Crty of Princeton,
was held via Zoom due to the COVID-19 pandemic, on April 22, 2020, at 1:00 P.M.

Present: Chairman Greg Hanson and Commissioner Dan Enckson E .

Also Present: Manager Keith Butcher, Bookkeeper Kathy Ohman, Crty Councilor Jenny Gerold, Electnc
Superintendent Ryan Grant, Water Superintendent Scott Daniels, City Administrator Bob Barbian, Princeton
Mayor Brad Schumacher, Union Times Reporter Tim Hennaglr, and Deo Sioco from CW Technologies.

Meeting was called to order by Chairman Hanson at 1:02 P.M.

General Manager Keith R. Butcher proceeded to swear in newly appointed PUC Commissioner Jenny Gerold. Prior
to being sworn in Jenny Gerold read a statemient that she will not be accepting.the seat on the PUC Commission
Board. She will however remain as the. PUC Lrarson She erI be taking this statement to the Princeton City Council
at their regular meeting on April 23, 2020. -

Mr. Erickson moved to approve the Minutes for the March 25 2020 Regular PUC Commission Meeting. Mr.
Hanson seconded. Motlon carrled unanimously. -

During Public Comment Unron Tlmes Report Tlm Hennagrr asked the question at this particular time do we not
have a full quorum' of PUC Commrssroners General Manager Keith Butcher stated there is a full quorum as the
PUC Commission-consists of three members. With two members present, this provides us with the full quorum but
not a full PUC Commrssron Crty Admrnlstrator Bob Barbian stated he would bring this to the Princeton City Council
so they can determine what process they would like to proceed on filling the third seat.

Chalrman Hanson called for addltrons or deletions to the agenda. Addition: New Business: D. Upgrade to a
- Microsoft Exchange Server v

— ~ Mr. Erickson made a;,mctlon to apbrove the agenda of the April 22, 2020 Regular PUC Commission Meeting. Mr.

*Hanson seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Eric}gson made ,afmction to approve the accounts payable listing for the period of March 1, 2020 through March
31, 2020'.Mr. Hanson seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

General Manager Butcher reported the following:

A.  Princeton Mayor Brad Schumacher stated he had sent two e-mails to the PUC Commission Board
and General Manager Keith Butcher. When questioned regarding the content of the e-mails he stated
one was pictures of PUC workers and the other was a data information request. He did not wish to
discuss the e-mails at this time.




w

. The SMMPA Board Meeting was held April 9 via video conference. General Manager Keith Butcher
was unable to attend this meeting. Key metrics were provided to the PUC Commissioners.

C. Inthe Generation Plant, they will be test running engines the end of this week and beginning of next
week. Due to the current working situation, they will be running only two engines at a time. They
have replaced the air dryer and are continuing to work on spill containment recommendatrons

In the Electric Department, the line crew has been doing some ongoing | marntenance and equipment
cleaning. We are currently looking at doing some underground work north of Highway 95. They have
also been doing LED lighting conversions. The Electric Department has been workrng on improving
and upgrading the Electric GIS. . ,

D. Inthe Water Department, we have received the Consumer Confrdence Report for 2019 Thrs w1|l be
posted on the PUC website and in the newspaper. The Water Department has received therr
Certificate of Completion acknowledging that Prrnceton Public Utilities Commission has completed
its 2019 Water Conservation report that is an annual requirement. They were flushing hydrants last
week for their spring flushing. They have also been working with.Verizon on their 5G system
upgrade. The Water Department has been working on. rmprovrng the Water GIS. KLM Engineer have
completed their inspection of the North Water Tower. It wrll now be going back online.

E. City Administrator Bob Barbian reported they are workrng on the clubhouse redevelopment at the
Golf Course with General Manager Keith Butcher on the electric and water. The City of Princeton
has been working on assemblrng an applrcatron for a Federal EBA Grant that will fund a portion of
the Industrial Park Development west of 21st Avenue

F.  General Manager Keith Butcher reported they have launched the new website for Princeton Public
Utilities. It is still a work in progress and will continually be updated. The PUC audit has been
rescheduled for May 12 through the 14lh due to COVID-19 pandemic. A new solar interconnection
applrcatlon was received. MMUA is holdlng their Summer Conference on August 24 through the 26,
General Manager Keith Butcher and PUC. Commrssroner Greg Hanson will be attending this

) rconference The annual EIA-61 Report: will be filed soon. Keith Butcher has been working on
?'modernrzrng the PUC s internal IT- department with the hiring of CW Technologies. Staff training was
conducted-on Aprrl 15t and April 215t Mr. Butcher has been working with Cannon/Eaton on the new
~ AMI meter readrng and their Yukon database system. We have implemented the recommendations
il"?from the engineer on the spill containment plan. When he has verified the recommendations have
been implemented he will sign off on the plan. Once the plan has been approved, we will be look at
other rmprovements we can make over long term to ensure we have proper containment. One PUC
employee is a member fire department. If there is a fire call in the middle of the day, he is not
required to check out. He has also been working with the developer on the new Golf Course
Clubhouse with looping the water main and a utility easement.

Because of the Stay At Home Order, General Manager Keith Butcher reported there has been a hold on the AMI
meter conversrons We are currently focusing efforts on staff training on the Yukon software.

There was a dlscussron on the EV Level 2 Chargers host agreement. Keith Butcher has been communicating with
both potential hosts. One of the potential hosts would like an alternate placement spot.

Recapping the PUC policy changes due to the COVID-19 pandemic, include the PUC has suspended all
disconnections and have waived late fees for customers. Comparing April 2020 to April 2019, there has been an




increase in uncollected accounts and an increase in payment plans during this time. The late fees that were
waived in April totaled approximately $7,200.00. We have seen a reduction in electric consumption of
approximately 4.6%. There was a discussion on customer’s payment allocation on their accounts. City Councilor
Jenny Gerold asked if it was possible to transfer money from the Water Department cash reserve to the Electric
Department to increase the cash reserves in the Electric Department. General Manager Keith Butcher explained
that the Electric and Water Departments are separate funds and it is not good practice.

Due to the resignation of PUC Commissioner Mindi Siercks as of March 31, 2020, there ’was a discussion on
removing her signature from PUC bank accounts. Mr. Erickson made a motion to remove the signature of former
PUC Commissioner Mindi Siercks from all bank accounts. Mr. Hanson seconded. Motlon carried unammously

General Manager Keith Butcher started a discussion regarding stafflng He would Ilke fo consider hmng an ofﬂce
manager who would benefit the organization.

A quote was received from CW Technologies to do an e-mail mlgratlon toa Mtcrosoft Office 365 Exchange
Server. With this upgrade, it would make it possible to access emalls calendars, contacts, multiple devices, and
more. CW Technologies has their own mail filter, which will give-the PUC an ‘added level of cyber security. Mr,
Erickson made a motion to accept the quote to upgrade the PUC e- -mail mlgratlon to a Microsoft Office 365
Exchange Server. Mr. Hanson seconded. Motion carried unammously

General Manager Keith Butcher reported he has been asked and has accepted to serve on a committee
screening to assist in the hiring of a new fuII tlme general manager at North Branch Power and Light.

There being no further business, Mr. Enckson made a motlon fo adjoum the meetmg at 2:04 p.m. Mr. Hanson
seconded. Motion carried unanimously. ' -

Gregory Hanson - :
Chairman '

Kathy Ohman
Secretary
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Vendor
American Solutions for Business

Ameripride Linen & Apparel Services

Cannon Technologies, Inc.
Card Services (Coborns)
Chemsearch

CW Technologies, Inc.
Dakota Supply Group

Darren Ziebarth Vinyl Graphics
ECM Publishers, Inc.

Eco Shred MN, Inc.

Finken Water Solutions

FS3, Inc.

Goodin Company

Gopher State One Call
Hawkins, Inc.

Hofman Oil Co.

Innovative Office Solutions
Instrumental Research, Inc.
Locators & Supplies, Inc.
Marv's True Value
Midcontinent Communications
Minuteman Press

MN Municipal Utilities
MPCA

NAPA Central, MN

Kathy Ohman

Princeton School District
Quadient Finance USA Inc.
Resco

Stuart C. Irby, Co.

The Hearing Center

Verizon Wireless

Voyant Communications, LLC
Waste Management

WSB

U.S. Bank Equipment Finance
U.S. Bank Operations Center
SMMPA

Postmaster

Cardmember Service (Mastercard)

Centerpoint Energy

City of Princeton

City of Princeton

Connexus Energy

Grainger

Ryan Grant

HealthPartners

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Kriss Premium Products, Inc.
Locators & Supplies, Inc.
McGrann Shea Carnival Straughn
NCPERS Group Life Insurance
Optum

Princeton Public Utilities
Public Utilities Commission
Safety-Kleen Corp.

Salvation Army Heat Share

PRINCETON PUBLIC UTILITIES

Accounts Payable Listing
For 4/1/2020 to 4/30/2020

Description

Accounts Payable Checks

Cleaning Supplies & Services

New AMI Metering

Supplies

Sanitary Hand Wipes

Network Security Firewall Appliance
Inventory, Jumper, Crimp Lugs

Lettering on Pickups

Advertising Princeton Community Guide
Commercial Rebate

Bottled Water

AED Pads

Handhole Box, PVC Cap

Monthly Locates

Water Treatment Chemicals & Spill Containment Tank
Monthly Vehicle Fuel

Supplies

Monthly Water Testing

Reflective Stripes

Shop Supplies, Bench Vise, Shipping, Paint Supplies, Saw Blade

Monthly Internet & Telephone

Sign, Plaque

Dues, Safety

2020 Annual Air Permit Fee

Studs & Nuts

Supplies

Commercial Rebate

Postage

Inventory

Safety Equipment & Testing

Annual OSHA Hearing Tests

Monthly Cell Phone

Monthly Telephone

Monthly Trash Service

Engineer Fees

Monthly Copier Lease Payment

2006 Bond Interest Pymt. & Admin. Fees
March Purchased Power

Postage for Monthly Billing

Software, Supplies, Printer, Zoom Conference, Monitor
Monthly Natural Gas

March Sewer Billing & Late Charges
Qrtly. Franchise Fee

Monthly Utilities

Air Dryer

Bench Grinder & Grinder Wheel

May Health Insurance

Commercial Rebate

Jacket Water Treatment & Maintenance
Heat Blanket

Legal Fees

April Life Insurace

H S A Participant Fee

Supplies

Monthly Utilities

Parts Washer Lease

February Heat Share & PUC Matching

Amount
360.45
438.44

11,991.38
107.72
381.90

1,065.54
8,327.76
210.00
725.00
2,540.00
79.00
2,114.96
28.99
18.90
4,006.31
749.07
168.27
67.00
91.77
676.61
249.11
142.12
6,186.50
1,165.89
18.66
85.80
507.38
900.00
3,440.31
1,916.32
480.00
584.81
424.07
80.95
2,671.25
182.00
5,282.23
318,855.37
761.99
1,393.42
1,512.07
117,737.35
19,561.00
1,885.71
2,027.67
151.00
28,920.65
1,205.85
500.00
474.42
1,921.25
112.00
71.25
29.98
1,396.47
372.18
24.00




58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74

Shred-it USA

Sun Life Financial

TASC

Total Control Systems, Inc.
Unum Life Insurance Company
USA Blue Book

Connie Wangen

Water Laboratories, Inc.
Ziegler, Inc.

Delta Dental

PERA

Optum

MN Dept. of Revenue
Credit Card Company
Refunds

Refunds

Rebates

TOTAL

Shredding Service

May Short & Long Term Disability
COBRA Admin. Fees

Reclaim Transducer Fault

April Life Insurance

Chart Paper, Pump Rebuild Kit
Consulting Services

Water Testing

Annual Maint. Inspection Cat. #7
April Dental Insurance

April PERA Contribution

April H S A Contributions
February Sales & Use Tax

Monthly Credit Card, eCheck Charges

Customer Meter Deposits
Overpayment Refunds on Final Bills
Residential Energy Star Rebates

80.44
881.89
15.00
301.30
199.94
366.17
262.50
16.00
3,130.52
1,428.60
13,376.40
5,801.02
27,315.00
1,790.90
4,645.47
180.26
10.00

617,181.51
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